Election Study 1999 — pre-election survey

6. In your opinion, how is the general situation in Israel today?

1. Very good
2. Good

3. Not so good
4. Not good

5. Bad

7. In your opinion, how is the government handling the problems of the state?

1. Very well

2. Well

3. Not so well

4. Not well at all

8-9.What do you think is the main problem that the government has to take care of?
(Please state only one problem)

1.

e A

e

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15

Security and terrorism in general
Economy

Peace process

Occupied territories/Palestinian problem
“Histadrut" organization

Golan Heights

Housing

Domestic disputes

Social affairs

Preserving consistency of government policy
Settlements

Mistaken government policy

Road accidents(Public transportation)
Discharged soldiers/ Military

. Immigration (Ethiopia, USSR)
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

Education

Iranian threat

Domestic security

Foreign issues

Security and peace

Social-Economic issues

Jerusalem

Israeli Arabs equal rights

Coalitions and Concessions to Orthodoxy
Absentees

Health service

Realizing Zionism, Jewish bond, Assimilation
Policy

Security and economy

Religious — secular conflict

Corruption

Jewish-Arab conflict



33. Trust and tolerance

34. The media

35. Exit from Lebanon

36. Security and society
37. Religious coercion

38. Foreign workers

40. Violence

41. Security and education
42. Iraqi threat

43. The internally displace
44. Israeli Arab ethnic racism
45. Christian status

98. Other

99. Don’t know

10. From the candidates for prime minister, who do you think is more capable of
handling this problem? (do not read)

1. Netanyahu

Barak

Mordechay

Begin

Bishara

Raful

Neither

There’s no difference
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11-12. Which party will best be able to handle the problem you’ve stated?
1. One Israel (Labor, Gesher, Meimad)

2. Likud

3. Ichud Leumi (Herut, Moledet, Tekuma)
4. Tsomet

5. Meretz

6. The Third Way

7. Center party

8. Yisrael Be'aliyah (Sharansky)

9. Yisrael Beitenu (Liberman)

10. Mafdal

11. Yehadut Hatora (Agudat Yisrael +Degel Hatora)
12. Shas

13. Am Ehad (Amir Peretz)

14. Shinui (Lapid+Poraz)

15. Women Party

16. Hadash

17. Mada-Ra'am

18. Arab Movement for Renewal
19. Balad (Bishara)

20. United National Front

21. Pensioners Party

22. Pnina Rosenblum



23. Kasino (Tisona)
24. Ale Yarok

25. Greens

26. Other party

27. None

13. Within the last 3 years, do you think that the economic situation has improved,

stayed the same, or gotten worse?

1. Improved a lot
Improved a little
Didn’t change
Got a little worse
Got much worse

Nk

14. And what about your personal economic situation?

Improved a lot
Improved a little
Didn’t change
Got a little worse
Got much worse
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15. Do you think that the danger of confronting the Arab world is bigger or smaller in

comparison to before the beginning of the peace process?

1. Danger increased a lot
2. Increased

3. Decreased

4. Decreased a lot

16. And since Netanyahu’s government is in charge, has the danger of confronting the
Arab world increased in comparison to the governments of Shimon Peres and Yizhak

Rabin after the Oslo accords?

1. Danger increased a lot
2. Increased

3. Decreased

4. Decreased a lot

Below is a scale with 7 steps. Step 1 states that you strongly disagree and step 7 states
that you strongly agree. According to this scale, please express your opinion regarding

the next statements:

strongly strongly
disagree agree
17. Concession of territories for peace 1 213]4]5]6 7
18. Separation of religion from state 1 213]14(5]6 7
19. The peace proccess has to be stoped, 1 2(13|4(5]|6 7
even if a risk of another war
20. When there is a contradiction between 1 213(4(5]6 7

Democracy and the Jewish law, the Jewish
Law should be perferred




21.Do you support or object to the Oslo accords?

1. Support strongly
2. Support

3. Object

4. Object strongly

22. Do you think that the state of personal security of the residents of Israel is better
today or worse than before the beginning of the current peace process?

1. Much better
2. Better
3. Worse
4. Much worse

23. And since the eastablishment of Netanyahu’s government, is the personal security
of the residents of Israel better today or worse than in the governments of Rabin and
Peres after signing the Oslo accords?

1. Much better
2. Better
3. Worse
4. Much worse

24. Do you think that Israel should agree to the establishment of a Palestinian state in
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as part of a permanent settlement?

1. Definitely agree
2. Agree

3. Disagree

4. Definitely disagree

25-26. In your estimation, what percentage of the public supports the establishment of
a Palestinian state?

%
99 for majority
00 for minority

27. And which tendency is about to increase? In a year or two, will public support in
the establishment of a Palestinian state increase in comparison to today, or will it
decrease?

1 Public support will increase
2 Public support will decrease

28. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the statement that the government
should encourge Arab emigration from the country?

1. Certainly agree

2. Agree

3. Disagree

4. Certainly disagree



29. In your opinion, what are the aspirations of the Arabs?

1. To get back a part of the territories we’ve occupied in the Six Days
War

2. To get back all the territories we’ve occupied in the Six Days War

3. To occupy the state of Israel

4. To occupy the country and to eliminate a substantial part of the Jewish
population of the state of Israel

30. Where do you think Israel should concentrate its efforts in order to prevent a war
with the Arab countries?

1. It should concentrate on peace talks
2. It should increase its military strength

31. To what extent are you worried that you and your family might get hurt from
Arabs in your daily life?

1. Very worried

2. Worried

3. Not worried

4. Not worried at all

32. Without considering your personal opinion, according to your estimation, will a
Palestinian state be established in Judea and Samaria in the next 10 years?

1. A Palestinian state will be established
2. A Palestinian state will not be established

33. Should Israel give back to Syria territories in the Golan Heights in exchange for a
peace agreement and security arrangements that are acceptable by the IDF?

1. No. Israel should not return any territory of the Golan Heights

2. Israel should give back a small part of the Golan Heights

3. Israel should give back a considerable part of the Golan Heights

4. Israel should give back most of the territories of the Golan Heights

To what extent do you have trust in the following bodies or persons:

Not at all | Little trust | Certain trust | Strong trust

34.Political parties
35.Prime Minister
36.The Media

37. State Advocacy
38.The Supreme Court
39.Police
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40. In general, to what extent are you satisfied with Israeli democracy?

1. Very satisfied

2. Satisfied

3. Not so satisfied

4. Not satisfied at all



41. And what about the nature of public discourse, to what extent are you satistied
with it?

1. Very satisfied

2. Satisfied

3. Not so satisfied

4. Not satisfied at all

42-45. If we think of potential directions for development in Israel, there are four
important values that clash with one another to some extent and are important to
different people in different degrees: a state with a Jewish majority, the Greater Land
of Israel, a democratic state (equal political rights for all) and peace (low probability
of war)

From these four values, which is the most important to you?

1. A state with a Jewish majority

2. The Greater Land of Israel

3. A democratic state (equal political rights for all)
4. Peace

42. Most important
43. Second

44. Third

45. Fourth

The scale below includes 10 steps, which express the measure of support and
sympathy or dislike and hatred toward a group or a specific person. 1 means a strong
rejection (hatred) and 10 means a strong support. Please state to what extent you
support or reject each of the following groups or persons:

1 2(3(4(5|/6]7|8]9 10
rejection attraction
(hatred) (sympathy)
46. The Center Party 1 213[4(5]6]7|8]9 10
47. Labor Party 1 213(4|/5|/6[7[819 10
48. Beni Begin 1 213[4[5]6]7|8]9 10
49. Likud 1 213(4[5/6|7|8]9 10
50. Meretz 1 213(4|/5|/6[7[819 10
51.The religious 1 21314(5|/6]7|8]9 10
52. Itzhak Mordechy 1 21314(5]6]7|8]9 10
53. Yasser Arafat 1 213(4|/5|/6[7[819 10
54. Ehud Barak 1 213(4[5/6|7|8]9 10
55. Azmi Bishara 1 213(4|/5|/6[7[819 10
56.Binyamin Netanyahu 1 213(4|/5|/6[7[819 10
57. Shimon Peres 1 213(4|/5|/6[7[819 10
58. Arie Dere'y 1 213(4|/5|/6[7[819 10
59. One Israel 1 21314(5|/6]7|8]9 10
60.Ultra-orthodox 1 213(4|5|/6[7[81]9 10
61.Arabs 1 213(4[5/6|7|8]9 10




62. As to the country’s economic structure, do you support a more socialist approach
or a more capitalist one?

1. Absolutely capitalist
2. More capitalist than socialist
3. More socialist than capitalist
4. Absolutely socialist

63. Some claim that in crucial decisions like concession of the territories and
determining the state’s borders there must be a Jewish majority and that the Arab
citizens of the state can’t take part in this decision making. On the other hand, others
claim that in a democratic state all citizens are equal participants in the decision
making process, including the Arab citizens of the country.

What do you think?

1. Definitely only Jews should participate
2 .Think only Jews should participate

3. Think Arabs Also should participate

4. Definitely Arabs also should participate

64. Various factors lead people to vote for a specific candidate for Prime Minister. Of
the next five factors, what is the main factor that brings you to vote for a specific
candidate?

Specify one main factor:

1. The candidate's characteristics

Identification with his party

Identification with his camp

The candidate’s stand on different issues

His being in government or in the opposition
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65. If close to the elections you’ll find out that your perfered candidate can’t win, will
you change your vote?

1. Definitly not
2. Think not

3. think so

4. Definitly yes

66-67. Whom do you expect to pass on to be in the second round in the elections for
Prime Minister?
(Do not read)

1 Netanyhu
2 Barak

3 Mordechay
4 Begin

5 Bishara

6 Raful



To what extent will each of these topics influence your vote for Prime Minster?

Has no Influences Has a certain | Influences a
influence a little influence lot
68.Jerusalem 1 2 3 4
69. Economy 1 2 3 4
70. Social policy 1 2 3 4
71. Religion and State 1 2 3 4
72. Lebanon 1 2 3 4
73. Peace and territories 1 2 3 4
74. Terror 1 2 3 4

On the scale below, (where 1 means strong rejection and 10 means strong support), to
what extent do you identify with each candidate’s stand on peace and security issues?

Strong 9187165432 Strong
support rejection
10 1
75.Binyamin Netanyahu 10 9(8|7|6|5]4|3]2 1
76. Ehud Barak 10 9187165432 1
77. Itzhak Mordechay 10 9187165432 1
78. Beni Begin 10 9187165432 1
79. Azmy Bishara 10 91817165432 1

And to what extent do you identify with each candidate’s social-economic policy?

Strong Strong
support rejection
10 817]6 4132 1
80.Binyamin Netanyahu 10 81716 4132 1
81. Ehud Barak 10 81716 4132 1
82. Itzhak Mordechay 10 81716 4132 1
83. Beni Begin 10 81716 4132 1
84. Azmy Bishara 10 81716 4132 1
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6. Who do you think will take better care of the economic problems of the state?

1. Netanyahu

2. Barak

3. Mordechay

Do not read:

4. All to the same extent
5. Neither

7. Who comes second?

1. Netanyahu

2. Barak

3. Mordechay

Do not read:

4. All to the same extent
5. Neither

8. And who will take better care of foreign affairs and security issues?

1. Netanyahu

2. Barak

3. Mordechay

Do not read:

4. All to the same extent
5. Neither

9. Who comes second?

1. Netanyahu

2. Barak

3. Mordechay

Do not read:

4. All to the same extent
5. Neither

Now we will ask a few questions about feelings you have toward the main

candidates for Prime Minister

Yes

10. Does Nethanyahu's character or actions make you feel angry?

11. Does Nethanyahu make you feel frightened?

12. Does Nethanyahu make you feel proud?

13. Does Nethanyahu make you feel hopeful?

14.Does Barak’s character or actions make you feel angry

15. Does Barak make you feel frightened?

16. Does Barak make you feel proud?

17. Does Barak make you feel hopeful?

18. Does Mordechay’s character or actions make you feel angry?

19. Does Mordechay make you feel frightened?

20. Does Mordechay make you feel proud?

21. Does Mordechay make you feel hopeful?
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22. People are talking a lot about left and right in politics. Where will you rank
yourself along a left-right continuum, when 1 is the right end and 7 is the left end?

Left
7 6 5

4 3

right

2

1

23. For those who answered 4 in question 22: Do you see yourself shifting to the right
or to the left wing, according to circumstances?

1. To the Right wing
2. To the Left wing
3. To either of them according to circumstances

4. Won't move

24. For those who ansered 1-3 or 5-7 in question 22: Do you see yourself shifthing to
the opposite political wing?

1. Easily

2. Probably yes
3. Probably not
4. Definitely not

25. Do you feel that people like you can really be accepted and feel at home in the

other wing?

1. Most likely
2. Probably

3. Probably not
4. Most unlikely

To what extent will each of these topics influence your vote for the Knesset?

Has no
influence

Influences a | Has a certain

little

influence

Influences
alot

26.Jerusalem

2

3

4

27. Economics

28. Security policy

29.Social policy

30. State vs. religion

31. Lebanon

32. Peace and territories

33. Terror

34. Deri's trial
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In your opinion, are there any differences between the main parties in Israel,
regarding the next issues?

Almost no Small Certain Big Very big

differences | differences | differences | differences | differences
35.Jerusalem 1 2 3 4 5
36.Economics 1 2 3 4 5
37.Social policy 1 2 3 4 5




38. State vs. 1 2 3 4 5
religion

39. Lebanon 2 3 4 5
40. Peace and 1 2 3 4 5
territories

41. Terror 1 2 3 4 5

42. Various factors lead people to vote for a specific party. Of the next four factors,
what is the main factor that brings you to vote for a specific party?
(Specify one main factor)

1. Identification with the party

2. The party’s candidates for the Knesset

3. Party’s stands on specific issues

4. Tts being in government or in the opposition

43. Are you willing to pay more taxes so that the state will be able to take care of
different problems?

1. Yes
2. No

Regarding each of the following, in your opinion, should the state spend more money,
less money or to the same extent it spends now?

Spend Spend To the same
more less extent

44 Education 1 2

[98)

45. Saving nature and ecology

46.Religious institutions & Yeshivas

47 Health

48.Security

49 Immigration absorption

50.Assisting the unemployed

51.Settelments in the territories

52. Arab sector

53. Creating places of employment
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54. Roads and car accidents

55. Some people claim that there isn’t enough social and economic equality in the
country. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

1. Definitely agree
2. Agree

3. Disagree

4. Definitely disagree



56. To what extent is there ethnic discrimination in Israel?

1. To avery high extent

To a high extent

To a certain extent

To a small extent

To a very small extent or nearly not at all

il

57. Were you personally offended from ethnic discrimination?

To a very high extent

To a high extent

To a certain extent

To a small extent

To a very small extent or nearly not at all

MRS

58. What do you think should be more important to the citizens of Israel — their
personal interests or the interests of the state?

1. The interests of the state are much more important

2. The interests of the individual and the interests of the state are equally
important

3. The interests of the individual are much more important

59. To what extent do you discuss politics with your friends and relatives?

1. To a great extent
2. To a certain extent
3. To asmall extent
4. Not at all

60. To what extent you and your friends can influence government policy?

1. To a great extent
2. To a certain extent
3. To a small extent
4. Not at all

61. Do you think that the government has to guarantee that public life is in accordance
with Jewish religious tradition?

1. Itis certainly the government’s duty

2. Perhaps it’s the government’s duty

3. Idon’t think it’s the government’s duty
4. It’s certainly not the government’s duty

Below is a list of characters or titles of parties, concerning each you are required to
mention for which party is it more appropriate — for the Labor or the Likud

More More Both | Neither
appropriate for | appropriate for | equally
Labor Likud
62. Party that will guaranty a 1 2 3 4
Jewish majority in the country




63. Party that will know how
to stand firmly at peace and
territories negotiations

64. Party that will protect the
democratic character of the
state

65. Party that will lead to a
true peace with the Arabs

66. Party that will know how
to handle terror

67. Party that will reduce the
ethnic gap

68. Party that will bring to
separation between Israel and
the Palestinians

69. Corrupted party

[\S)
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70. Party that will know how

to maintain good relations
with the United States

71. Party that will reduce
social gaps

72. Party that will reduce
splits in society

Below is a list of qualities of leaders. Regarding each one, please state if it best

describes Netanyahu, Barak or Mordechay. If interviewee answered 1, 2 or 3, ask if
the quality least describes Netanyahu, Barak or Mordechy)

Bset describes

Least describes

Netanyahu

Barak

Mordechay

All
three

None

Netanyahu

Barak

Mordechay

73-74. Has
leadership
ability

1

2

3

4

5

1

2

3

75-76.
Experienced

77-78.
Reliable

79-80.
Reduces
tension
between
orthodox
and secular

81-82.
Decisive

83-84. Puts
state
interest
above all




85-86. 1 2 3 4 5 1 2
Initiative
and creative

87-88. 1 2 3 4 5 1 2
Good
negotiator

89-90. 1 2 3 4 5 1 2
Resistant to
pressures

91-92. 1 2 3 4 5 1 2
Ensure
supremacy
of law

93-94. Will 1 2 3 4 5 1 2
narrow
social gaps
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6. Do you usually read a daily newspaper?

1. Almost never

Very occasionally

Approximately once a week

Twice-thrice a week

I read one daily newspaper almost everyday

I read more than one daily newspaper almost every day

IR

7. Do you usually follow the polls published regarding the elections?

1. To a great extent
2. To a certain extent
3. To asmall extent
4. Not at all

8. To what extent do you believe in these polls?

1. To a great extent
2. To a certain extent
3. To a small extent
4. Not at all

9. To what extent do you think that the decision for whom to vote is influenced by
these polls?

1. To a great extent
2. To a certain extent
3. To asmall extent
4. Not at all




10. Do you intend to watch election ads on TV? (asked before broadcasting of
election ads) / Do you watch election ads on TV? (after broadcasting begins)

1. Daily

2. Frequently
3. Sometimes
4. Rarely

5. Never

11. Will election ads influence your vote decision?

1. Very much

2. To some extent
3. A little

4. Not at all

12. Do you support the reestablishment of a national unity government in Israel, after
the elections?

1. Strongly support

2. Support

3. Object

4. Strongly object

Do not read:

5. Support only under the Likud leadership

6. Support only under the Labor leadership

7. Support only under Center party leadership

13. Do you think that the direct election of the Prime Minister leads to a better or a
worse regime system in the state?

1. Better
2. Worse
3. Makes no difference

14. There’s an argument whether it's appropriate that in a Jewish and a
democratic state, ministers from Arab parties should join the government. The
supporters claim that the Arabs were elected in democratic elections while
others who oppose claim that Arabs should not determine important questions.
What do you think? To what extent do you support or oppose to the inclusion
of Arab parties in government?

1. Definitely support
2. Support

3. Object

4. Strongly object

15-16. If elections were held today, for which of the parties mentioned below would
you vote for?

1. One Israel (Labor, Gesher, Meimad)

2. Likud

3. Ichud Leumi (Herut, Moledet, Tekuma)
4. Tsomet



Meretz

The Third Way

Center party

Yisrael Be'aliyah (Sharansky)
9. Yisrael Beitenu (Liberman)
10. Mafdal

11. Yehadut Hatora (Agudat Yisrael +Degel Hatora)
12. Shas

13. Am Ehad (Amir Peretz)

14. Shinui (Lapid+Poraz)

15. Women Party

16. Hadash

17. Mada-Ra'am

18. Arab Movement for Renewal
19. Balad (Bishara)

20. United National Front

21. Pensioners Party

22. Pnina Rosenblum

23. Kasino (Tisona)

24. Ale Yarok

25. Greens

26. Other party

97. I’d cast a blank ballot

98. Won’t vote

99. Haven’t decided yet

17. If elections for Prime Minister were held today, for whom would you vote?
Do not read:

f—

Netanyahu

Barak

Mordechay

Begin

Bishara

Raful

Other

I’d cast a blank ballot
Won’t vote

Haven’t decided yet
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18. If the second round will be between Netanyahu and Barak, for whom will you

1. Netanyahu

2. Barak

3. I’d cast a blank ballot
4. Won’t vote

5. Haven’t decided yet



19. Whom do you expect to win the PM elections?
Do not read:

1. Netanyahu
2. Barak
3. Mordechay

20. For whom did you vote in the last PM elections (1996)?

1. Nethanyahu

Peres

Blank ballot

Didn’t vote despite having suffrage
Didn’t vote due to absence of suffrage

Nk

21-22. For which party did you vote in the last Knesset elections (1996)?

1. Labor

2. Likud-Gesher-Tsomet
3. Meretz

4. The Third Way
5. Yisrael Be'aliyah
6. Moledet

7. Madfal

8. Shas

9. Yehadut Hatora
10. Hadash

11. Other

12. Didn’t vote despite having suffrage
13. Didn’t vote due to absence of suffrage
14. refuse to answer

23. Do you support or a member of a specific party?

1. No

2. Support, but not a member

3. A Member

4. An active member

5. Member, and have a role in the party

24. With what political tendency do you identify?

1. Left

2. Moderate left
3. Center

4. Moderate right
5. Right

Do not read:

6. Religious
7. I don’t identify with any specific tendency



25-26. How old are you?

27. To what extent do you observe religious traditions?

1. I observe them thoroughly
2. To a great extent

3. To a small extent

4. Not at all

Which of the following terms best define your identity?

Israeli | Jewish Ethnic origion Secular/religious
(Ashkenazi/ Sephardi)
28. Defines most 1 2 3 4
29. Second 1 2 3 4
30. Third 1 2 3 4
31. Fourth 1 2 3 4

32-33. Where were you born (for Israel born — where was your father born?)

. North Africa

. Asia

. Eastern Europe

. Western and central Europe

. America, Australia & S. Africa

. Israel born - father born in Israel

. Israel born - father born in N.Africa

. Israel born - father born in Asia

. Israel born - father born in Eastern Europe

10. Israel born - father born in W. & Cen. Europe
11. Israel born - father born in America, Aust. & S.Africa
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34-35. When did you immigrate to Israel?
36-37. How many years of schooling do you have?

38. For those who studied more than 12 years: Do you have an academic
degree?

1. Yes
2. No

39. The monthly expenses of an average four people family have reached in
December approximately 9000 NIS. Considering your expenses and the size of your
family, do you spend:

1. Much above average
Little above average
Average

Little below average
Much below average

il o



40. Do you work outside the household?

1. Yes
2. No

41. How do you define your status at work?

1. Employed worker

2. Employed clerk

3. Employed manager

4. Self-employed - small business
5. Self employed, owner of a firm

42. Do you have concerns about losing your job or business?

1. Notatall

2. Ihave some concerns

3. I’'m very concerned

4. TI’ve Lost my job in recent year and am looking for a new job
5. Don't work and don't look for a job

43. How many rooms are there in your house?
44-45. How many people live in your house (including soldiers)

46. Did you serve in the terrtories during your regular or reserve military service?

1. Yes
2. No
3. Never served in IDF

47. What social class do you belong?

1. Upper class
2. Upper-middle class
3. Middle class
4. Lower class

48. How would you define yourself?

1. Secular

2. Traditional

3. Orthodox

4. Ultra orthodox
49 Sex:

1. Female

2. Male



50-52. Locality of residence

1. Azor 29. Qiryat Shemona
2. Bene Beraq 30. Giv"at Ela

3. Herzeliyya 31. Bet She"an

4. Ramat HaSharon 33. Netanya

5. Ra"anana 60. Kibbutz

6. Holon 70. Settlements

7. Yavne 80. Jish

8. Pardes Hanna 81. Fassuta

9. Rosh HaAyin 82. Kafar Yasif
10. Ramat Gan 83. Mi"elya

11. Rehovot 84. Arabic villages in Galilee
12. Rishon LeZiyyon 85. Haifa(Arabs)
13. Tiberias 86. Tarshiha

14. Afula 87. Nazareth

15. Haifa 88. Yafi

16. Akko 89. Rame

17. Qrayot 90. Beqoa

18. Yehud 91. Tayibe

19. Jerusalem 92. Tire

20. Be"er Sheva 93. Jatt

21. Ramla 94. Tel Sheva

22. Dimona 95. Rahat

23. Ashdod 96. Kafar Qara

24. Bet Shemesh 97. Musmus

25. Tel Aviv 98. Umm Al-Fahm
26. Petah Tigwa 99. Zalafe

27. Yafo 100.Barta"a

28. Nazareth-Eilit

53. Month of interview: 4.April 5. May

54-55. Date of interview



